To gain knowledge we must study the past and the present, by so doing we can aptly foretell the future. The men who make a success and are an honor to the profession, are those who have made diligent research and are constantly striving to place the practice of Dental Surgery to the fore; men who never tire in their efforts for improvement; men who take a pride in the advancement of the profession; men whose watchword is progress.
I say we are meeting with honor and praise on all sides. The public is beginning to awake from a long sleep, to the object and physiological necessity of the teeth, their care and attention, so it behooves us as dentists to be well informed on all subjects pertaining to our profession. The day is fast coming when only the educated, ethical dentist will succeed; the quack will be unable to live upon the public, as the public is becoming more and more educated and will recognize him at a glance.
We can't be too loyal to our associations. "We should be proud of them and honor them by our presence. They have been the nuclous of education, from which has radiated honor, distinction and beneficence. It is through our asso-Board, and the State Boards have stimulated the Dental Colleges to a higher ideal, and have run the purchasing diploma concerns out of business. We then should look forward to our annual meetings with pleasure, as a great dental summer school, where we exchange methods and ideas freely.
We as dentists should be a benefactor to the locality in which we reside. We should be careful in the advice we give young men who desire to study the profession. So many seek the profession because they think it an easy road to wealth. We need no such, because usually they are the embodiment of quackery. But I think it our duty to the profession and public to advise young men with high moral character, education and mechanical ingenuity that would be an honor to the profession and a benefaction to the public. From such-we can expect the full, bloom of progressiveness of the dental profession, whereby it will attain the high recognition among the learned professions it justly deserves.
